
BIRMINGHAM & DISTRICT INVITATION CROSS COUNTRY LEAGIJF.

1926-1999

Minutes of tlic 74th. A.G.M. held at Alexander Stadium, Stadium Way, Walsall Road,
Birmingham on Wednesday 8th. September 1999 at 7:30pm.

As the President Dave McNamee was unable to attend the meeting the secretary proposed that
Ken Dare took the Chair, this was agreed by the delegates.
Apologies
These were received from : Bill Adcocks, Graham Heeley, Ken Walklate (Past Presidents); /Man
Hemsley, John Heminsley (Race Secretarys'); Bill Aston, David Bennett, Barry Gladwin, George
Williams (Officials), Peter Banks (Coventry); Colin Reading (Leamington); B.Adams
(Northbrook); Nick Wilson (Nuneaton); Alan Simpson (Potteries Marathon); Terry Haines, Mark
Dix (Severn); Derek Benning (Staffs. Uni.); Paul Hawkins (Stratford); Ken Westley, John
Buckby (West Brom); G.Harper (Wolves & Bilston).
Present.

Ken Dare, Barry Ewington, Peter Lisseman, John Mills, Tom O'Reilly. Jim Skidmore, (Past
Presidents); Bob Carey. Betty Downes, Mike Doyle, Ron Freeman, Stewart Harris, Emie
Johnson, Phil Ramsden, Janet Ramsden, Ted Schuck; Brian Shepherd; Terry Taylor, Ray
Williams (League Officials); M.Millington (Birchfield); R.Camey, N.Price, M.Ludford (B'ham
Rowheath); C.Brooks, V.Harry (Broms. Redditch); G.Wheeler, A.N.Other (Centurion);
M.Clarke, G.Powner (Chase H.); R.Barrington (City of Stoke); S.Fletcher, J.Lloyd, P.Westwood
(Cobra); R.Sannwald (Dudley Kingswinford); A.McKenzie (Gloucester); R.Payne, T.Kenderdine
(Kidderminster); M.Bailey, R.Ibbs, N.Thompson (Newcastle); V.Cannon, J.Love (Northampton
Phoenix); Rex Tomlinson (Oak Park); C.Baker, S.Easto (Peel); R.Pollard (Royal Sutton)
B.Acford, LJones (Rugby); G.Cliflon (Sandwell Valley); R.Froggatt (Solihull & Small Heath)
Eric Hubbleday (Sparkhill); J.Andrew, P.Andrew, M.Petch (Sphinx); G.Allen (Stafford H.)
I.Clarke, J.Clarke (Stourbridge); B.Ashwood (Stourport); K.Graves, M.Tyler (Tamworth)
J.Riley (Telford A.C.); B.Clifton (Tipton); D.Colclough, J.Ranford (Trentham); D.Jones,
S.Hawes (West Brom); M.Hill (Worcester) & C.B.Franks (Hon. Secretary).
Besides the Clubs shown above the following Clubs were also represented either by Past
Presidents or League Officials: Cheltenham & Coimty, Coventry Godiva, Dudley & Stourbridge.
Nuneaton, Wolves & Bilston. A Total representation of 34 Clubs.
Minutes of the 73rd. AGM.

M.Millington proposed and RFreeman seconded that the minutes of the 73rd. AGM be accepted
as a true record of the meeting. This was imanimously agreed by the delegates present. The
Executive Minutes were also approved by those Executive members present.

There were no matters arising that were not on the agenda of the meeting.
Statement of Accounts.

The Treasurer went through the accounts with the meeting. He informed the meeting that this
was the first time in his term as Treasurer that he had to report a deficit on the year of £76 - 82p.
However, he was not worried at all by this deficit as the accounts showed the purchase of a print
machine for the League cost with print materials £2388 -44. This meant that the League had all
but paid for this machine in one calendar years profits. This was due to three factors :

i) The increase of £5 in affiliation fees to member Clubs'.
ii) The promotion of the Reebok Challenge within the first League race. This

made an outward profit of £601- 86p. With hidden profits that could only be
guessed at. e.g. No promotional charges to Clubs for the first fixture and
numbers provided by Reebok for tlie first fixture.

iii) Three Clubs did not send in accounts of their promotions and therefore did not
claim promotional expenses.

The accounts were accepted unanimously by the meeting, witli a vote of thanLs to the Treasurer
and .Auditor, proposed Joltn Mills and seconded by Ted Schuck.



The President in his absence had sent a written report that was issued to ail delegates ]3resciit.
David informed the meeting that he had been very honoured to be the Leagues President during
yet another successful year in the Leagues history, especially as he had been involved in Lhe first
running of the historic and eventful combined fixture at Senneleys Park. Tlte event was a
prestigious one for Birmingham, for the sport of Cross Countr>' and especially for the League
itself.

He thanked the organising committee for their work in putting on such a wonderful event. It
showed the League to be forwai'd looking in joining forces with Reebok and Birmingham City
Leisure Services in organising one of the highest standard cross country races of the year.

The president liad attended a joint fixture at Hinkley (Divisions 2 and 5) and had run for his Club
after starting the race. In January saw him attending the fixture in Division Three organised by
Sparkhill and for the Final fixture he attended the Division One fixture at Alexander Stadium
where he had the privilege of handing out the awards to the League Champions.

He thanked all three Clubs (Nuneaton, Sparkhill & Birchfieid) for making him most welcome.
He had enjoyed runmng in all three races and praised the organisation of the races he attended.

David went on to thank the Officials and administrators of the League for their work in keeping
the League nmning so efficiently.

Finally he thanked the Meeting for electing him President and he wished his successor Deny
Downes as happy a year as he had experienced as President.

Secretarv'.s Rgpnit

First Divi.«ii9n

With all five Divisions coming together for the first fixture and the League combining with the
first Reebok Cross Challenge event of the season at Senneleys Park, Birmingham, a real treat was
promi.^ This was duly delivered, with a field of just under a thousand taking the start line and
a quality field assembled. Indeed in many minds this event outdid the previous years National
for quality if not for quantity.

The course poved to be very testing, with two exacting hills on each lap and numerous stream
crossings, with the recent rain the course was quite heavy going; certainly athletes were aware
that they had been in a hard cross country race by time they reached the finish line.

With large crowds present to watch the two Senior events a great atmosphere presided in the park
and to see the huge field negotiate the first long bend was a sight to behold. The League can be
proud of its work in organising this mammoth fixture and has indeed taken many plaudits for its
efforts. On behalf of the League, I would like to thank Birmingham Leisure Services for their
efforts on our Irehalf, especially the work done by Pauline Cook, Sandra Jurkovic and Nick
Pnce, indeed without their input there would have been no event. Special mention should also
go to Birmingham Rowheath A.C. and Sparkhill Harriers who spent much time and effort in
marking the course and setting up the finishing area and fiinnels.

ffie First Division race was won by Glynn Tromans (Coventry) who ran .superbly to finish v/cll
cleai- of Rob Birchall (Birchficld). Matt Vaux-Harvey (Stourport) was a good tliird. A
magnificent team win was recorded by Tipton Harriers who were led home by Simon Cotton in
sixA place and recording five men home inside the first ten finishers. Indeed they only had to
wait to thirteenth for their final scorer. The green and wliite hoops scoring the low total of 53pfs.



Just over a hundred points behind was the well balanced side from Coventry Godiva Harriers
(!6I). With last seasons Champion's Loughborough Students (175) close behind in taking the
third team spot. At this early stage of the season Staffordshire University and Binningham
Rowhcath were occupying the relegation spots.

With twelve men inside the top thirty four, Tipton showed their great strengtli in depth to win
the 'B' race with 138pts. This score would have placed them second in the 'A' race.

The second fbcture held at Leamington saw an e.xcellent run from Matt O'Dowd (Loughborough)
who placed over half a minute between himself and second placed man Darrius Burrows
(Birchfield). Sean Fenwick (Tipton) led his team home to yet another victory, in third-place.

Coventry Godiva Harriers (120) having a good day finished just 26 points down on Tipton (94)
and even had the temerity to beat the Black Country Club in the 'B' race. Once ag:iin
Loughborough Students (145) finished third team.

At tlie half way point of the season Gary Csirtwright and Sean Fenwick were the leading
individual athletes, both on 13pts.

Coventry was the scene of the third fixture, where Tipton Harriers (80) consolidated their grip
on the Championship with a third successive victory in the team competition. This time their
nearest rivals were Birchfield (109) who made their first showing of the season to get into top
three. Indeed their efforts in this race were rewarded by taking tire stags Into third position in the
League. Godiva Harriers (175) remained in second position overall, despite dropping to third
team position in their home fixture.

Individually, Matt Vaux Harvey had a comfortable victory over Richard Taylor (Coventry).
M.Hill (Tipton) just out sprinted P.O'Gallaghan (Birchfield) for the third position.

The final race was staged at Alexander Stadium, Birmingham; where tlie closest race was held.
Matt O'Dowd chalking up his second victory of the season, coming in just six seconds ahead of
Carl Warren (Birchfield) who in turn was a fruther six seconds ahead of third placed Matt Vaux-
Harvey.

Tipton Harriers (116) once again won the team competition making it four wins out of four.
However, Birchfield (135) yet again finished second and this result was enough to move them
past Coventry and snatch the second place plaques. Telford (158) having their best performance
of the year ran splendidly to finish third on the day.

Leamington who had a fighting last fixtm-e to finish seventh on tlie day, sadly, did not quite do
enough, to stop themselves from being relegated to Division Two with Birmingham Rowheath,
who never looked as if they would gel off the bottom of the Division.

Tiptoh's great depth showed with them comfortably taking the 'B' team title.

Gary Cartvvright (Tipton) took tlie individuiU title fi-om the evergreen Alan Jackson (Stourport)
Top Junior individual was C.Davies (Telford).

Second Pivi-sion.

Tlie Senncleys Park r£u:e set the pattern for the season with Cheltenham & County Harriers and
Birminghjim University being the only real challengers for the Divisional title. In this first race
it was Cheltenham (59) who set the pace with all their scorers, in the top fifteen. However, the
University (70) challenge was seen to be .serious, with all their scorers in the top twenty three.



Northampton Phoenix (167) were third more than a hundred points down on the leaders.

Bill Npck showed himself to be the master of the individual race, gaining victory by some 31
seconds over Lindesay (B'ham Uni) and Hayes (Nuneaton)

Northampton Phoenix (357) took the 'B' Team competition from Cheltenham (396).

The second fixture was held at Burbage Common with K.Hayes (Nuneaton) taking advantage
of the home fixture to record an eiglit second victory over D.Hollins (Potteries). Bill Nock kept
himself in tite frame by finishing third.

Birmingham University (103) reversed the result of the first meeting over Cheltenhamd 15),
indeed this win put them in the driving seat at the half way point of the season, albeit by just one
point.

By this stage of the season it looked pretty certain that barring accidents Royal Sutton Coldfield
and Dudley & Stourbridge were the teams most likely to be relegated

The third fixture was held on the testing Princethorpe College Course and was won by newly
registered Kenyan J.Rotich running in the colours of Northbrook. He started at a considerable
pace soon building up a huge lead over the rest of the field. However, in the race for second place
his early lead was reduced to a mere eight seconds at the finish. D.Hollins winning the battle for
second from K.Haynes.

Bmningham University (86).consolidated their position at the top of the Second Division, once
more over the Cheltenham (103)club. Halesowen (108) having their best race of the season had
now comfortably established themselves in third place.

The final fixture held at Massey Ferguson saw a titanic struggle between the University (85) and
Cheltenham{88) just three points separating the two Clubs, indeed only twenty one points
separated the rivals at the end of a long hard season. Both Clubs gaining promotion to Division
One.

.A.S expected Royal Sutton and Dudley & Stourbridge were relegated. Both Clubs had struggled
all season without ever looking as if they could avoid the drop.

Cheltenham displayed strength in depth by winning the 'B' Team competition, from the early
leader Northampton Phoenix.

Rotich once again won the individual race, but was chased home by Bill Nock who had found
the form he displayed in the first race. This return to top form was most timely as it enabled Bill
to take the leading individual award from R.Matthews (B'ham Uni.). However, R. Matthews had
the consolation of taking the award for the leading Junior athlete.

Witli Oadby & Wigston (61) having foui" of their runners in the first six home it was no surprise
to find them as team winners of the first race at Senneleys Park, although Chase Harriers (120)
were comfortable in second place.

Not only did OWLS win the Team race they also provided the first two individuals home in
C.O'Neill and T.Boyce. B.Flynn (Can & Staff) broke tliis monopoly by narrowly bearing
R.Bromley (OWLS)



Bromley won the second race at C:innoclc Chase wth S.Pyke (Trentham) second and Flynn third
yet again.

Despite having three athletes in the top seven OWLS (176) struggled to get their remaining
scorers well up and slipped to fourth place on the day. Chase Haniers (129) had a good race on
tlieir home territory to v/in tlic second race ruuTOwly from Trentham (136). Cannock & Stanford
(147) finished third. However. OWLS still went into tlie second half of the season with a 12 point
lead over Chase.

The third race run at Sparkhill saw Mapp, O'Neill and Faulkner give the Owls a one, two. three
witli veteran Dave Black (Tamworth) in a great fourth place.

With a score of just 39pts. OWLS made easy work of winning the fixture and bannng accidents
the League title. Tamworth (120) were second and Chase (159) third

Beaumont Leys failed to complete a team in this fixture, relegating themselves to Division'Four
for next seasons competition.

The final fixture promoted by Sphinx at Coventry saw Peke take a very closely contested race
from B.Flynn by just one meagre second. Bromley of OWLS was third, with Dave Black once
again filling the fourth position.

OWLS (81) confirmed tlteir promotion by winning tlie final race and were joined by Chase
Harriers (111) second on the day.

With Beaumont Leys relegated by dethult, Spliinx A.C. were the unlucky Club to also lose, their
place in Division Three.

Cha.se Harriers won tlie 'B' Team competition.

B.Flynn (13) with very consistent running won the leading individual award narrowly from
S.Pyke(14). A.Glendinning Can & Staff) won tlie Junior individual award.

Divi.sion Four.

Newly promoted Staffordshire Moorland, showed that they did not intend staying long in this
Division by filling the finst five places - D.Neill, A.Fowler and P.Martin filling the first three
places. Certainly they were not fazed by the large field at Senneleys Park.

Moorlands (33) won the team race with Stafford Harriers (129) second. Kenilworth (153)were
diird team to close.

The second race held at Kenilworth once again saw the domination of the Division by Staffs
Moorland (22) with them once again filling the first five places, indeed their final scorer was
placed seventh. Newcastle (147) just inched ahead of Kenilworth (148), although the
Warwickshire Club still v/ent into the second half of the season in the second promotion spot.

.Andy Wilton led the charge from Staffs Moorlands followed by his colleagues D.Neili and
T. Weaver.

In the penultimate race held at .Gloucester, Staffordshire Moorlands (2!) achieved the clean
sweep that they had been threatening all season. The race for mere mortals was won by
Kennilworth (133), followed by Nevvca.st[e (155).



Once again Staffs Moorland were led home by Andy Wilton and followed by D.Nciil, P.Martin,
S.Bailey (jun), T. Weaver and P.Lucjis.

Stafford was the scene of the final race which was once again dominated by Staffordshire
Moorland (26). However an interesting battle for the second promotion place was being fought
out by Newcastle (124) and Kenilworth (151) with the latter Club hanging on to second place by
a meagre five points, thereby gaining promotion with Staffs Moorlands.

Aidridge R.C. and Oak Park R.C. were the two Clubs destined to drop to Division Five.

D.Neill led the Moorlands home and in so doing took the award for the leading individual.
N.Smith (Shrewsbury) won the Junior award.

Slourbridge R.C. won the 'B' teatn competition.

Fifth Divksion.

Warwick University (33) showed that they were building a useful team at the first race held at
Senneleys Park, tiiey were some way aliead of Wolves Sc Bilston (103) in second place.

N.Share (Wolves & Bilston) led the field home, ahead of llie University club mates. C.Folliot.
and M.Ames.

Black Country Triathleies failed to complete a team in this first fixture.

Jlie second race held at Hinkley, Burbage Common N.Share once again led the field home,
winning by nearly two minutes from S.Needs (Telfbrd H.).

Warwick University (41) were again comfortable winners of Uie team race. With Wolverhampton
(87) moving easily into second place. Both Black Country Triatliletcs and Uttoxeter R.C. failed
to complete a team.

Cannock Chase tire venue for tlie third fixture saw Nigel Share beaten for the first time by James
Trapmore (University). Steve Needs finished tliird.

Warwick University (56) looked to have sewn up the Division Five Championsltip after this
fixture. Wolverhampton & Biiston (100) also looked to have gained promotion - only disaster
could stop both Clubs from achieving promotion.

The Final race at Droitwich saw both Warwick University (44) and Wolves & Biiston (139)
fulfill their promotion expectations. However Wolverhampton did have a small scare with
Telford Harriers (97) finishing second on the day.

Rugeley fielded an incomplete team and have to reapply to join tlie League with Black Country
Triaihletes and Uttoxeter R.C.

For the second time J.Trapraore had an easy victory, winning by over tlirce minutes from Steve
Needs. Consolation for Steve was tliat he won the award for the leading individual atliletes. Lulce
Herbert (Warwick Uni.) was the leading Junior athlete.

In the few Hnes left I would like to tliank all the Race Secretaries for their work on our behalf

certainly they make my life much easier wth tlteir concise and accurate results. Also our thanks
must go to that wonderftil band of Officials that we arc lucky to have. Anyone watching the



finish of the first fixture iieid in conjunction with tlie Reebok Cross Challenge will be aware of
how good these Officials are. We are indeed fortunate.

Hie purchase of the Print machine iuts certainly made my lift easier and is being widely used.
Clubs who wish any pnnting done, please ask for a quote and a delivery time.

Finally, as an original sceptic, f have been v.fon over by the incorporation of the Reebok Cross
Challenge into our first fixhire. Tne atmosphese and shear joy of the occasion was a delight and
one to savour. Certainly it was a jamboree of Cross Country Running that would rival any
occasion anywhere. It was vvorUi all the hard work that it entailed both on the Leagues part and
the City. Thanks must go to Tim Hutchings for the part he played in the liaison of the whole
meeting.
Proposals from MCCA.
Tlie secretary made the meeting aware of possible changes, with Uie agreement of the Leagues
to League dates and arrangements and the possibility of the Midlands Womens League sharing
dates and venues with the Birmingham Leiague.
However, none of this, at this stage, was in 'tablets of stone'. All the Leagues based in tlie
Midlands w^ere to be asked to a meeting in November to discuss and make suggestions for the
future of Midlands Cross Country Running. A framework had been put forward by an MCCA
sub-committee to act as a discussion document for this meeting of all the Midland Leagues'
Tlie by word at present is 'watch this space'.

It was agreed that if there were Clubs willing to put on races for women at the last two fixtures,
the League would be happy to continue the experiment of last year.
Reebok Cro.ss Chaliengc
This event will once agmn be held within the League at the first fixture; once again to be held
at Senneleys Park, Birmingham, with all Divisions taking part.
Several delegates spoke highly of last season's event and looked forward to 'this jamboree of
Cross Country running' happening again this coming season.
Ken Dare praised the efforts of the Lord Mayor of Birmingham for her keemiess, interest and
above all her helpfulness in presenting the awards.
The secretary informed the meeting that it was planned to have tiie last 1000m free from lapped
athletes and that athletes would be issued with a divisional number to wear on their backs, in
order that the various Divisions could be identified by those competing.
Bob A.shvvood wondered if the above was really necessary, he could see no reason for having
Divisional numbers, he thought all athletes should be trying just as hard, whether an athlete was
from their Division or not.

Another amendment from Bryan Acford was tliat all competitors should wear a number back and
front. As long as athletes knew which numbers were allocated to their Division.
Both these amendments failed to get overwhelming support and tlie original proposal of havinv
a Divisional number on the runners backs was approved.
Makc-un of the League for the 1999 - 2000

A phone call from Beaumont Leys telling the secretary tiiat they wished to resign from the
League had been received. This Club had been relegated to Division Four last season.
A letter had been received from Rugeley & District A.C. reapplying for membership of the
League. -1 heir application was accepted imanimou.sly by the delegates present.
Uttoxcter imd Black Country Triathletes had not reapplied at the time of the meeting. However,
since then Black Country Triathletes had applied and were told by the secretary that he would
accept them for^ membership as long as their affiliation to MCAA was paid up.
Iwo ot.her Clubs Staffordshire University and Loughborough Students also must affiliate to
iVlCAA before they are allowed to compete in the League this coming season. The secretary to
infonn these Clubs.

Hereford Coerier.s am! Liciificld R.C. applied to join the League. Both were accepted.



With regards to Beaumont Leys resignation Irom the League, it was decided that Division Four
would run this season with only eleven Clubs: and for tliis season, two Clubs only would be
lelcgatcd to Division Five; with three Clubs gaining promotion front Division Five to Division
Four.

The make-up of the League for the 1999 - 2000 season as follows :

Birchfield Harriers

B'ham University
Broms. & Redditch

Cheltenham & C'ty H.
City of Stoke A.C.

Coventry Godiva H.
Loughborough Stud.
Solihull & Small Heath

Staffs. University
Slourport A.C.
Telford A.C.

Tipton Harriers

.Aldridge R.C.
Droitwich A.C.

Peel R.R.

Stratford A.C.

.2nd. t>«vi?iionr
Bumingham Rowheatli
Chase Harriers

Halesowen A.C.

Leamington C & A.C.
Massey Ferguson R.C.
Northbrook A.C.

Northampton Phoenix
Nuneaton Harriers

Oadby & Wigston L.
Potteries Marathon

Rugby & District
Severn A.C.

3rd. Division

Cannock & Stafford

Centurion R.R.

Dudley & Stourbridge
Kenilworth R.C.

Kidderminster R.C.
Royal Suiion Coldfield
Sparkhill Harriers
Staffs. Moorlands

Tamworth A.C.

Trentham A.C.

West Bromwich

Worcester A.C.

5th. Division.

Alvis R.C. Black Country Tri.
Hereford Couriers Lichfield R.C.
Rugeley & District Sandwell Valley

4-th. Division.

Bridgnorth A.C.
Dudley Kingswinford
Gloucester A.C.

Newcastle A.C.

Shrewsbury A.C.
Sphinx A.C.

Stafford Harriers

Stourbridgc R.C.
Teiford Harriers

Warwick University
Wolves & Bilston

Cobra R.C.

Oak Park R.C.

Sneyd R.C.

Dates. Fixtures and Vpnn^,

6th. Nov. 1999

4th. Dec. 1999

15 th. Jan. 2000

18th. Mar. 2000

1st. Div. 2nd. Div. 3rd, Div. 4th. Div. 5th. Div.
Combined fixture at Senneleys Park, Birmingham - Reebok Challenge.
Cheltenham Severn A.C. Staffs. Moorland Newcastle Cheltenham
Coventry Nuneaton Sparkhill Wolves & Bil. Rugeley
Birchfield Massey Ferg. Worcester Gloucester Droitwich.

Election of Ofnccr^i /ir

Acting Ch^an for the meeting Ken Dare proposed that Betty Downes be the new President of the
League. This was unanimously agreed, and Betty came forward to take the Chair.
Betty Downes (Birchfield Harriers) has been an Official of the League for many years, being a most
re lablc and breless worker for tlie League. Always cheerful Betty is a great ambassador for the League
^d thorou^y deserves her year as President. Betty is only the second woman to have been voted
President of the League.

President Elect. John Heminsley proposed by. Executive Committee.
i^n Secretary/Treasurer: C.B.Franks prop J.Skidmore and seconded M.MilIington

nn. r ,, Dave McNamcc prop P.Lis.seraan and seconded K.Dare.1 rie following Officials were elected en-bloc :

Race Secretary :
Referee:

Judges :

1st. Div.

Bill Adcocks

Alan King
Terry Alcock
Ken Dare

Janet Ramsden

Phil Ramsden

Ken Walklate

3rd. Div.

Tom O'Reilly
Graham Heeley
.lohn Mills

2nd. Div.

Alan Hemsley
Stewart Harris

Bill Aston

Barry Ewington Ted Schuck
David Johnson

Muriel Johnson

Terry Taylor

4th. Div.

Bob Carey
Mary Comi

David Conn

Ron Freeman

5th. Div.

John Heminsley
Jim Skidmore

Jack Freeman

Ted Hutciiings
Peter Lisseman Ray Wiiliam.s
Mavis Northall



Timekeepers: Ernie Johnson Marj. Ewington Mike Doyie Arthur Birt David Benncn
Phil Walker Bob Hussey Barry Gladwin Colin Stone Brian Si»eplierd
George Williams Pat Hussey Ron Lees

C.B.Franks was elected as tlie League's delegate to : MC/AA. AAA of England and uk:atlrletics.
Affiliations

Hie Treasurer recommended that affiliations remain at their present rate of £50. There were no dissension.s
from tliis recommendation.

a) Maurice Millinngton asked about the possibility Guests or non-scoring guests from outside
of the League competing in League fixtures. (He had been asked of the possibility by some
Essex Beagles members.). Maurice was told that under the present rules this was prohibited
and that if he wished the rules regarding first claim membership to be changed he would need
to wnte to the Leagues Executive for their consideration and then brought back to next years
AGM. Therefore guests would not be allowed in this season's League competitions, however,
they were eligible to compete in the first Reebok Challenge of the season that is incorporated
in oirr first League fixture.

b) Bob Carey reminded delegates that all athletes must have reached the age of seventeen years
by August 31 St. / 1 st. September at the commencement of the coming Cross Coiinoy Season.
(League rule No.7.). He had suspicions that this rule was not adhered to by some Clubs last
season.

Tom O'Reilly suggested that all U/20 athletes should have their date of birth written down on
the declaration sheets. This was agreed.

c) The secretary asked all Clubs to considering entering a team of say five athletes in the Reebok
Challenge. These athletes would show up on the printed results and be publicity to both the
Club and the League. Also more athletes would Imow where they finished on the day.

Date and Venue of the next AGM

Wednesday the 6th. September was selected as the date of next years AGM.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9:45pm. with a vote of thanks to the
President.



2.

5.

9.

Birmingfaam & District Invitation Cross Countrj' League
BIILES

That the name of the League be the Birmingham & District Invitation Cross Country
League. ^
That the objects of the League be the promotion of combined races, allowing any
numbers of runners to compete.

3. All Member Clubs MUST be affiliated to the MCAA for Cross Country running.
That the management of the League be vested in a President, President Elect Three
^elegates from each Club, Hon. Secretary, Hon Treasurer, also an Asst. Secretary &
Treasurer, if the AGM feel that these Assistant Officers are necessary, all of whom
shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting each year with the Past presidents
An Executive Committee shall be elected at the AGM and will consist of the following

i) The President jij President Elect
111) Immediate Past President iv) The Hon.Secretary
V) The Hon. Treasurer vi) The Race Secretaries
vii) The Race Referees.

This Executive should be instructed to meet once a year after the close of each season
to discuss relevant matters from the preceding season. Duties of this Committee shall
be to make recommendations for items for discussion at the next AGM, if thought
necessary. Also this Executive would have the powers of an appeals committee and
as such could be asked to meet, at the discreUon of the Hon. Secretary, if any problem
should arise through-out the season; This committee shall have the power to co-opt
members if it deems necessary.
That the Headquarters be a suitable venue in the Birmingham & District area where
meetings may be held.

Races to be confined to FIRST CLAIM MEMBERS of member Clubs
NO GUEST RUNNERS

Athletes must have reached the age of Seventeen years by August Slsi./September 1st.
at the commencement of the coming Cross Country season. The rules of the E.C.C. A
and MCAA shall apply.
University Clubs MUST comply with Rule 4 First Cbiim Status (11) in the BAF book
Rules For Competition 1998 page 6.
That the League be divided into Five Divisioas containing Clubs of equal strength. The
two Clubs finishing first and second in the second, third, fourth divisions to
ratwe to the higher Division; and the two Clubs finishing at the bottom of tlie tables
in Divisions one, two and three to move into a lower Division. However, three Clubs
shall gain promotion each year from Division FivefOnly the first and second teams
shall receive League awards.); whilst the bottom three Clubs shall be relegated each
year from Division Fom-.
In the case of a tie:

i) In the result of a tie in team or individual competition, the team/individual
who places higher in the fourth race shall be declared the winner.
ii) Scoring the Jumor Individual race will be scored a.s a .separate race. i.e. the
first Junior home shall score one point, the .secoixl home two points etc. if two
Jimiors are equal on points at the end of the final race, then two placques shall
be awarded.

Wiimers and Runners up in each Division to receive League av/ards respectively; also
the top two Individuals, on points, in each Division will receive League awards. I.n



addition ilic cop two Jumors in each Division will receive a League award.
Awards may l>e purchased through the League Secretary, if Clubs require extra
plaques. However, only those athletes that have scored in one or more fixtures shall
be eligible for an award, purchased or not.

Providing Clubs field twelve finishers in each race there will be a 'B' competition with
results printed and distributed to Clubs; however there will be no Trophies or awards
for this competition.

10. Tliat the distances of races be from 5 to 7 miles, races to be decided on Championship
line. All races will start at 2:30pm, unless circumstances decree otherwise, in which
case Clubs will be notified.

11. Affiliation fee to be decided at the AGM (at present £50-(X).) per Club per annum.
Numbers and results sheets to be supplied by the League.

12. Any Club which fails to pay its affiliation Fee prior to the first race after the A.G.M.
shall have their invitation to compete in the I_eague withdrawn.

13. Each race shall be in the charge of an appointed Referee whose decision shall be
FINAL. League Judges and Timekeepers for each Division shall be appointed by the
AGM and will be responsible for giving and recording the official placings and times
at each race. The races will'be started by an appointed Starter.

14. The Hon. Secretary of the promoting Club shall arrange for Marshal Is, Officials and
First Aid Cover for each race. A Disc system of scoring shall be used. Each Club shall
provide its own Disc steward.

15. Any Club failing to complete a team in all four fixnires shall automatically finish at the
bottom of their Division table in the final placings; and will therefore be relegated.
Failing to complete a team in the Fifth Division shall mean that the Club must apply
in writing (before the next AGM) to the Hon. Secretary for re-election to the League,
if the Club wishes to retain its membership of the League. A Club not compl ng a
scoring team in at least one of the four fixtures, no matter which Division, shall forfeit
its membership of the League. Any Club in this position would have to re-apply for
membership of the League; if readmitted would take up its place in the lowest Division.

16. The dates and venues of all League races shall be decided at the AGM and those Clubs
giving written application to stage a League Fixture shall be given preference when
choosing venues for the coming season.

17. The Hon. Secretary of each promoting Club MUST inform all Clubs in their Division,
the President, League Secretary, Race Secretary, Referee, Judges and Timekeepers as
to the Venue, Travel Directions and the type and distance of the course at least
FOURTEEN (14) DAYS before the race is to be run. Host Clubs will be liable to
forfeit their League expences if they fail to comply with the above instructions. To
receive these e.xpences Clubs must ftirnish the Hon.Treasurer with photo copies of
the invoices of costs incurred by the Club in the promotion of their League race.
Reimbursment will only be for hire cost of facilities and for First Aid cover up to a
maximum of £25. Please note that all promotion expences must be with the Treasurer
by the 3(Hh. April, following the close of each season. Failure to do this will result
in the Club forfeiting its claim, and no payment will be made.

18. CLUB COLOURS MUST BE WORN. The Referee will disqualify any athlete who
does not comply with this rule.

19. Safety pins are not provided by the League for athletes numbers, this is the
responsibility of individual Clubs to provide. The League Officials would appreciate
if athletes could pin their numbers on the sides rather than top and bottom of the



number. All four comers would be even better.

20. The responsibility for the up to date engraving of the Leagues Trophies, is that of the
holding Club. Clubs MUST return League Trophies to tlieir Division Secretary by the
THIRD RACE of the season.

21. Unless otherwise stated in infoniiation sent out all races will start at 2;30p.m.

Clwbs please note that your afflllatioint Is iraow doe.
Please forward your aMliation to the Hon. Treasurer : Cliff Franks

23 Salisbury Avenue
Cheltenham

Glos., GL51 5BT.



BIRIVIINGHAM & DISTRICT INVITATION CROSS COUNTRY LEAGUE
Names and addresses of Club Secretaries and League Officials.

1999 - 2000

division One

■'resident:- Bett^' Downes, 172 I\^rrywood Road, Birmingham, B42 2BH. (0121 337 5381)
Secretaiy C.B.Fi-anks, 23 Salisbury Avenue, Cheltenham, Glos., GL51 5BT. (01242 528548)
Race Secretary : - B.Adcocks, 90 Frilsham Way, Coventry, CV5 9LR. (01203 674665)
i^eferee A.King, 16 Westward Close, Uttoxeter, Staffs., SI 14 7BJ. (01889 564943)
iudges ■- Ivfr & Mrs.P.Ramsden, 26 Shenstone Drive, Balsall Common, Nr.Coventty, CV7 7PH (01676 534412)

K.Walklate, 31 Werburgh Drive, Trentham, Stoke on Trent, ST4 8SP. (01782 658858)
K.Dare, 106 Bryn Arden Ro^, Birmingham, B26 IJY (0121 706 5245)
T Alcock, 27 Water Orton Road, Castle Bromwich, Birmingham, B36 9ER.

(0121 747 9694)
TimekeepersE.Johnson, 237 Crewe Road, Sandbach, Cheshire, CW11 OPZ. (01270 763589)

P.Walker, 166 Stroud Road, Gloucester, (01452 500841)
G.Williams, 117 Gretton Road, Winchcombe, Gloucestershire (01242 602529)

Birchfield M.Millington, 56 Balmoral Road, Four Oaks, Sutton Coldficld, West Mids.,
B74 4UF. (0121 353 8273)

8'ham University Cross Country Captain, Sports Union, Birmingham University. Edgbaston,
Birmingham.. (0121 472 3686)

Broms & Red.V.Harry, 36 Campden Close, Crabbs Cross, Redditch. Worc's., B97 5NJ.
(01527 41394)

Cheltenham & County H.K.Spilman, 100 Woodmancote. Dursley, Glos., GLl 1 4AJ.
(01453 548983)

City of Stoke R.Barrington, 18 Elder Close, Uttoxeter,StafFs., ST14 8UR (01889 563304)
Coventry G.P.Banks, 107 Berkeley Road South, Earlsdon, Coventry,CV5 6EV.

(01203 712163)
Lougliborough St.X-Country Captain, Union Building, Ashby Road, Loughborough, Leics. (0509 217766 Ext.40)
Solihull & S.Healh R.Froggati, 18 Beacon Road, Sutton Coldfield, West Mids. B73 5SJ.
Staffs University D.Benning, Div. of Sport, Health & Exercise. Leek Road. Stoke on Trent,

ST4 2DF. (01782 294000)
StourportB.Ashwood, 8 Lickhill Road North, Stourport, Worcs, DY13 8RW. (01299 871721)
Tclford A.C.Mrs. M.Kclcher, 10 Lillehurst, Abbey Road, Sherrif Hales, Shifnal, Shropshire.

TFl 1 8RL. (01952 604046)
Tiplon B.Clifton, 183 Stony Lane, Smethwick, West Mids., B67 7BA. (0121 558 6178)

PresidentBetty Downes, 172 Perrywood Road, Birmingham, B42 2BH. (0121 357 5381)
Secretary C.B.Franks, 23 Salisbury Avenue, Cheltenham, Glos., GL51 5BT (01242 528548)
Race Secretary A.Hemsley, 272 Browns Lane, Allesley, Coventry, CV5 9EE. (01203 404890)
Referee S.Harris, 42 Orson Leys, Hillside, Rugby, CV22 5RF. (01788 811871)
Judges B.Aston, 82 Yellow Hammer Road, Spennelis, Kidderminster, DYIO 4RR.

(01562 862033)
B.Ewington, 16 Herasworth Drive, Bulkington, Nunealon, Warks.. C VI2 9PE.

(01203 314990)
D.Johnson. IS Sununerfield Avenue, Halesowen, West Midlands
M.Johiison, 18 Summcrfieid Avenue, Halesowen, West Midlands.
T.Taylor, 12 Staines Close, Ntmeaton, Warks.,CVl 1 6EA. (01203 327151)

Timekeepers M.Ewington, 16 Hemsworth Drive, Bulkington, Nunealon, Warks., CV12 9PE.
(01203 314990)

B.Husscy, 42 Lansdown Road. Gloucester. GLl 3JD. (01452 21695)
P.Hussey, 42 Lansdown Road, Gloucester. GLl 3JD. (01452 21695)



B'ham Rowhealh. R.Camey. 21 Whittieford Grove, Castie Bromwich, Birmingiuun, 336 9SL
(0121747 3582)

Chase H. G.Wilkes, 100 Stafford Road,|Cannock, Staffs., WSl 1 2AJH. (01543 578442)
Halesowcn R.Bunn. 4 Pinewoods Ave., Hagley, Stourbridge, West Mids., DY9 OJF.

(01562 884207)
Leamington C.Reading, 61 Welsh Road West, Southam, Nr. Leamington, Warks.. CV33 OJW

(01926 817088)
Massey Ferg.:- N.Jarvis, 438 Tile Hill Lane, Tile Hill, Coventry, CV4 9DY.
Northampton J.Love, 22 Brixworth Road, Creaton, Northampton. (01604 505579)
Northbrook A.C. B.Adams, 17, Kenilwoith Court, Styvechale, Coventry, CV3 6HZ.

(01203 504701)
Nuneaton Harriers B.Ewington, 16 Hemsworth Drive, Bulkington, Nuneaton,Warks.,

CV12 9PE. (01203 314990)
OWLS > D.Mapp, 14 Pinewood Close, Countesthorpe, Leicester, LE8 5TS. (01162 773758)
Poneries Marathon A.Simpson, 10 Freebridge Close, Meir Hay, Langton, Stoke on Trent,

ST3 5XG. (01782 337266)
Rugby LJones, 118 Cambridge Street, Rugby, Warks., CV21 3NJ. (01788 844663)
Severn A.C. T.Haines, 48 The Triangle, Longlevens, Gloucester. (01452 410885)
THIRD DIVISION.

President Betty Downes, 172 Perrywood Road, Birmingham, B42 2BH. (0121 357 5381)
Secretary C.B.Franks, 23 Salisbury Avenue, Cheltenham, Glos., GL51 5BT. (01242 528548)
Race Secretary T.O'Reilly, 26 Silverbirch Road, Erdington, Birmingham, B24 OAS.

(0121 682 2848)
Referee G.Heeley, The Cedars, Sixteen Acres Lane, Bickmarsh, Nr. Bidford on Avon,

Warwickshire, B50 4PA. (01789 490112)
Judges J.Mills, 49 Acheson Road, Hall Green, Birmingham, 28.

E.Schuck, 86 Stockiield Road, Acocks Green, Birmingham, B27 6BB.
Timekeepers B.Gladwin, 333 Quinton Road W., Quinton, Birmingham, B32 IPL.

(0121 421 3510)
M.Doyle. 415 Barrows Lane, Sheldon3irmingham. B26 IQQ. (0121742 4609)
R.Lees, Flat 2, 35 Gildas Avenue, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B38 9HS.

Can & Staff. R.Hughes, 3 Clematis Close, Great Bridgford, Stafford, Staffs., STl 8 9QF.
(01785 282676)

Centurion G.Wheeler, 25 Chattle Hill, Lichfield Road,Coleshill, Birmingham, B46 ILB.
(01675 462972)

Dudley & Stour. Mrs.B.A.Shepherd, 22 Ashdene Gdns., Stourbridge, West Midlands.
DY8 5JQ. (01384 278968)

Kenilworth R.Wilson, 9 Frythe Close, Kenilworth, Warks., CV8 2SY. (01203 415315)
Kidderminster R.C. R.Payne, 76 St. Johns Avenue, Kidderminster, Worc's., DYl 1 6A

(01562 68971)
Royal Button Cold. P.Pollock, 61 Westwood Road, Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands.

B73 6UP. (0121 353 1564)
Sparkhill D.Winter, 5a Beechwood Park Road, Solihull, B91 lER. (0121 705 8706)
Staffs Moor. G.Marriott, 41 Hillswood Avenue, Leek, Staffordshire, STl 3 8EQ.

(01538 398581)
Tamworth A.C. J.Culshaw, 14 Belsize, Lakeside, Glascote, Tamworth, B77 2RB.

(01827 285511)
Trentham :■ D.Colclough, 3 Westcliffe Ave., Westbury Park. Clayton, Newcastle, ST5 4JS.

(01782 618397)
We.st Bromwich K.Westley, 18 Pinewoods Avenue, Hagley, Stourbridge, West Mids.,

DY9 OJF.
Worcester M.Hili, 26 Battenhall Rise, Worcester, WR5 2DE. (01905 358562)




