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It is such a pleasure to write this report when all I need to talk about is cross country. 

After the suspension due to COVID we had a season to remember with some excellent 

racing. 

After an interval of many years the season started with a joint fixture of all three 

divisions running together at Betley Court Farm. Our thanks to City of Stoke AC for 

hosting this fixture and Newcastle (Staffs) AC for helping them on the day. It proved 

to be a great afternoon of cross country racing which was shared with the Midland’s 

Women’s league whose two divisions ran together as well. It will be interesting to hear 

the clubs’ views on this fixture and whether they want it to be repeated next season. 

This season I decide that as well as going to see all divisions run, I would also offer to 

officiate. I was meeting manager for the joint fixture in October. In November, I visited 

division 2 at Stratford where I was Chief Judge. The Women’s league 1st Division also 

ran there that day and I refereed that race. 

In January, I was with division 3 at Droitwich where I was Chief Judge for both the 

Men’s and Women’s (2nd Division) races. Finally, in February, on my home course I 

was meeting manager for the 1st Divisions of both leagues. 

It was clear from all four fixtures that athletes were delighted to be back running again 

though numbers were slightly down on the last season before lockdown. 

As always we were supported by our officials who did such a good job throughout the 

season. In previous years we have struggled to get sufficient officials for our fixtures 

but an initiative with the Women’s league has started to bear fruit with more qualified 

officials becoming available to work on our fixtures. 

It goes without saying that without the dedication of our officials the league could not 

continue so it was with regret that we had to accept that Terry Alcock our long serving 

referee for division 3 was stepping down at the beginning of the season. I must go on 

record to give the league’s thanks to him for his service to the league. He will be 

missed. 

This could have caused us problems as we didn’t have an obvious replacement, but 

Glen Lock of Wolverhampton & Bilston stepped into the breech and took over as 

referee. Thank you, Glen. 

We had a new referee for division 1 where Chris Hitchman (Leamington C&AC) took 

over from Noel Mckakly for Noel’s year as President. Finally, Rob Mulgrew refereed 

division 2 with his usual calm professional manner which all the clubs appreciate. At 

the end of the season, he informed the league he would no longer continue as referee 

though he would offer his services as a technical official.  

I would like to offer our thanks for all Rob has done during his time with the league. I 

am delighted to inform you that Rob has been nominated as President Elect for next 



season and will be President for the 2023-24 season. Fresh from his work on division 

1 last season Chris Hitchman has been proposed as division 2 for next season. This 

means we have referees for all three divisions.  

The divisional secretaries once again ran their divisions efficiently during the season 

with the results coming out as fast as ever. So, thank you Ray Morgan, Daniel Connolly 

and Dave Long for all your hard work.  Disappointingly, Dave has advised us that due 

to a change in his work circumstances he cannot continue as secretary for division 3 

so we need to find a volunteer to do this important job for the coming season. 

Our webmaster Bryan Mills worked away in the background to produce a 

questionnaire for clubs with the objective of improving our website by giving clubs what 

they want from it. This should be in place for the new season. 

Once again Coventry Runner sponsored our numbers and we are extremely grateful 

for their generous support. 

Finally I want to thank our Treasurer Dan Jordan and Secretary Carolyn Franks for all 

the time they have given to make last season such a success. The league is blessed 

with dedicated and loyal officers.  

 

Noel Butler 
Chairman 
15th March 2020 
 

  


